
How to Make a Wood Picture Frame  

Instructions 

1.  Determine the desired picture frame dimensions. Remember to use the mat, not 

the picture, as a guide to determine the finished dimensions. 

2.  Measure the width of your picture frame moulding and multiply this number by 8. 

Add to this measurement the length of each side of your desired frame. Divide 

the total inches by 12. Purchase this amount of framing material plus a few 

inches extra in case of a cutting error. 

3.  Use a handsaw or miter saw to cut the moulding into four pieces, one for each 

side of the frame. Each piece should measure the desired length of the side 

plus twice the width of the wood. This extra amount is for the mitered corners. 

4.  Use miter saw or a miter box and a handsaw to cut the end of each piece to a 

45-degree angle.  

5.  Lay the cut frame pieces out onto a flat work surface and arrange them so that 

they form a frame. 

6.  Use wood glue and corner clamps to join the corner sections of the frame. Apply 

the wood glue along the cut edges, press the pieces together, and hold the 

pieces in place with a corner clamp. Glue and clamp all four corners. 

7.  Turn the frame over so that the back is facing up. 

8.  Apply two V nails along each glued corner seam with a hammer. Place one nail 

toward the inside edge of the frame and the other toward the outer edge. The 

midpoint of the nail should rest on the seam and the open portion of the V 

should be pointed toward the inside edge of the frame. 

9.  Remove the clamps and allow the frame to dry overnight. Do any sanding, 

staining and painting of the frame after the drying process is complete. 

10.  Attach the hanging mechanism to the frame. 

 


