Owner’s Manual
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Sun Dolphin-all models
Water Wheeler 5 & ASL
1790 Sun Dolphin Drive
Muskegon, Michigan 49444
phone 231-733-2725
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231-739-4502
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Congratulations
on the recent purchase of your new pedal boat! You have purchased a boat from one of the nations leading
manufacturers of small boats. Your boat represents years of commitment to product design, excellence in engineering and quality in
manufacturing. With proper care and maintenance your pedal boat should last for many years to come. Please call our helpful and
knowledgeable Customer Support Department if you have any questions.

MATERIALS
Your pedal boat is manufactured from High Density Polyethylene (HDPE). It is a very durable material. Our
specially formulated HDPE has an ultra-violet inhibitor blended throughout the material to reduce color fade
and maintain its strength. Polyethylene is a somewhat flexible material with some memory. This means it has
a tendency to return to its original molded shape if distorted. All boats are equipped with closed cell foam for
flotation.

BOAT SET-UP

Photo #1 Shipping
Position

Rudder
It is necessary for you to change the rudder from its shipping position to the operating position. See Photos
#1 and #2. Remove the rudder and pin it through the top hole of the rudder so it hangs with the straight side
towards the front of the boat. Be sure to secure it with cotter ring.
Adjustable Seats
Two adjustable seats come with Sun Dolphin Sun Slider and Water Wheeler ASL Pedal Boats. Adjust the seat
to accommodate your height by placing it in the notched positions. For lounging, simply place seat in the back
footwell notches.
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Position

Paperwork
Photo #3 Serial Number
Warranty Registration Card
Location
To properly register your boat with KL Industries for warranty validation please fill out the warranty registration
form online at www.sundolphin.com. Please review our full warranty statement. If you are unable to register your
boat online please contact our Customer Support Department at 231-733-2725. The serial number can be found on the outside of
the hull in the back right corner just under the rubrail. See Photo #3.

Manufacturers Statement of Origin (MSO)
You should receive a MSO with your new boat. Some states may require a MSO for proper registration of your boat. If you plan on
putting an electric motor on then it may be necessary to register it. Please check with your local dealer or state licensing bureau.
Owner’s Manual
Keep your owner’s manual for future reference. It is a good idea to write down the following information:
Serial Number
________________________________
Date of Purchase
________________________________
Purchased from
________________________________
Applying Decals
Before applying boat registration decals (if required), clean the area with alcohol or any solvent that does not leave a residue. Make
sure solvent is put aside and is dry. Using a propane torch, lightly pass the flame back and forth over the area where the decals will
be applied. Don’t try to heat the surface. This process will enhance the adhesion of the decals.

TRANSPORTING YOUR PEDAL BOAT
Your pedal boat has a covered compartment in the rear. Always face the stern (rear) of the boat towards the direction of travel to
prevent the wind from tearing the compartment lid off. If this happens you can contact KL Industries for replacement.
Do not transport with the adjustable seat backs in place. They may bounce out.

CARE AND MAINTENANCE
With minimal care and maintenance, your boat has been designed to provide you with many years of enjoyment.
• Drain any water accumulated between deck and hull. See Photo #4.
• Your pedal boat can be cleaned with warm water and any standard detergents. More difficult stains, such as brackish watermarks
may be cleaned with a petroleum based cleaner. Read the manufacturers’ instructions carefully before using any cleaner.
• If your boat is used in salt-water environments it is suggested that the boat and components be rinsed thoroughly with fresh water
after each use. See optional accessories for salt-water upgrade.
• Your pedal boat comes standard with our exclusive oil impregnated bronze bushings. They are commercial quality and don’t need
frequent lubricating. After the first few uses you may see a black watermark down the inside of your boat. This is simply the paint
on the crank inside the bushing wearing off. This is normal and can be cleaned as above.
• Use some care when beaching the boat. Avoid dragging it across asphalt, concrete or sharp rocks to
prevent excessive wear and abrasion to the hull bottom.
• Polyethylene is a somewhat flexible material with some memory. This means it has a tendency to return
to its’ original molded shape if distorted. If this occurs follow these steps:
1. R
 elieve the pressure that caused the dent or distortion by supporting the boat differently or removing gear.
2. P
 lace the boat in the warm sun. Usually the south side of a building is the warmest spot. As the boat warms Photo #4 Drain Plug
Location
up usually (but not always) the boat will return to its original molded shape. This may take a few hours or a
couple of weeks depending upon outside temperatures and the degree of distortion.

STORAGE
• If possible, it is best to store your pedal boat inside for the winter. If stored outside custom mooring covers that prevent water and
debris from accumulating are available from KL Industries. Order online at www.sundolphin.com.
• When storing your boat, open the drain plug and stand it on its front bow to ensure proper drainage. Either store it on its bow or
turn it upside down.
• Don’t allow water to accumulate between the deck and hull and freeze. Freezing damages the polystyrene flotation foam.
• Don’t place the boat on 4x4’s or sawhorses. Dents will form in the hull.

OPTIONAL ACCESSORIES
Order online at www.sundolphin.com.

Security Measures
Warning
 ead the following information before using your pedal boat. Failure to follow the warning precautions below may lead to serious
R
injury including the possibility of death.
Never exceed the maximum weight capacity.
Never exceed your ability: Assess your physical capability as to how far and how long you can pedal and swim.
Make sure your drain plugs are secure.
Always familiarize yourself with the body of the water where you will be boating: Learn what hour boating is permitted, whether there are any
known hazardous conditions, and where you can get help quickly in case of emergency or accident.
Always abide by Coast Guard regulations and State and local laws, regulations, ordinances and rules concerning boating and boating safety:
Check with Coast Guard and local authorities concerning proper handling and the proper equipment to be carried on board, such as lights and
sound-producing devices.
Never use or consume alcohol, drugs or any other substance that may affect your coordination, judgment or ability to safely operate the boat.
Sound device: The Coast Guard requires boaters to have a means of signaling other boats of their presence. You should always keep a device
such as a whistle in the boat at all times. If possible, attach the sound device to your Personal Flotation Device.
Never stand up in the boat: Standing in the boat may cause it to capsize. If the boat should capsize, please note that, in most cases it is far more
dangerous to attempt to swim to shore than to stay with the boat.
Slippery when wet: The hull material may be slippery when wet. Always wear slip-resistant shoes.
Hypothermia: Boating accidents in cold water are very dangerous. Hypothermia (the loss of body heat due to immersion in cold waters) can be
deadly. Survival time can be as short as 15 minutes in 35 degree F (2 degree C) water. Dress appropriately for weather conditions, wearing a wet
or dry suit if necessary.
Never allow minors to use this boat without adult supervision: Never allow any minor to use this boat unless accompanied by an adult.
Never use this boat alone: It is best to have someone with you in case of emergency or accident. Also, always tell someone your boating plans,
including where you are going, how long you will be gone and how many people you’ll be with.
Never use this boat in severe weather conditions: Although stable, large waves could cause the boat to overturn.
Never use this boat in rapids or fast moving currents: This boat is designed for leisure. The boat could be damaged and (or) the occupants could be
severely injured should they attempt to utilize it in any other way.
Never use this boat after sunset: This boat is not equipped with horns or lighting equipment required to ensure the safety of its occupants.
Every passenger should always wear a Coast Guard approved Personal Flotation Device (PFD) when using this boat: Before going boating, read
the PFD manufacturer’s information pamphlet regarding the PFD and thoroughly familiarize yourself with how the PFD is to be worn.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
1. Where is the serial number located? The serial number is located in the back right hand corner on the outside of the hull just
below the rubrail. The number will be stamped on a silver plate, starts with JOK and is 12 digits long. See Photo #3.
2. T
 here is water inside my boat. Is this normal? Just like any boat, your boat may take on some water. Because of its flexible
nature, a polyethylene boat is prone to accumulate a small amount of water between the deck and hull. Water may accumulate
between the deck and hull due to rain, waves and condensation. This is normal, not a defect, and should be drained periodically.
Do not return to the retailer. Remove the drain plug located under bow rubrail and tip the boat up to drain. See Photo #4. It is
also normal for water to come out where the deck and hull meet if there is an excessive amount of water. Replace the drain plug
by inserting a Phillips head screw driver in the hole in the plug and push the plug into the hole. Remove battery before draining
your boat.
3. T
 here is black oil coming out of my bushings and running into the footwell. Is this normal? After the first few uses you may
see a black watermark down the inside of your boat. This is simply the paint on the crank inside the bushing wearing off. This
is normal and can be cleaned with warm water and any standard detergents.
4. How should I store my boat in the winter? See Storage.
5. What can I do if dents form in the hull from improper storage? Expose the dent to warm sunlight preferably on the south side
of a building. As the plastic warms it will usually (but not always) return to its molded shape. This process may take one day to
two weeks.

Please Choose Your Model

Sun Dolphin Sun Slider

Fully adjustable seat
backs with handgrips
for easy positioning

Comfortably seats three
in front and two in back
with seats in the forward
position

Built-in
cooler or
storage
area

Also Features:
Recessed drink
holders

High back
supports

Built-in
motor mount

Exclusive
fishing rod
holders

• Super tough
paddle wheel
• Closed cell
polystyrene
foam flotation

• Sealant tape
between deck
and hull
Protective
vinyl rubrail
Seats lock
into position
for safety

Three-position
cranks for easy
one-, two- or
three-person
operation

Rugged
UV‑stabilized
Mooring cleat
Fortiflex®
High Density
Polyethylene
deck and hull

Light colored
decks are cooler
to sit on
Maintenance-free
“oil impregnated”
bronze bushings with
rubber seals

Aluminum tiller
steering system

Length
Width
Height
Weight
Capacity

Specifications
96”
244 cm
65”
165 cm
24½”
62 cm
117 lbs. 53 kg
825 lbs. 374 kg

Sun Dolphin 3 Person Features
Built-in
coolers or
storage
areas

Comfortably seats
three in front and
all three can pedal

Sun Dolphin 5 Person Features
High back
supports
Extra
storage
area

Recessed
drink holders

Length
Width
Height
Weight
Capacity

Specifications
96”
244 cm
65”
165 cm
24½”
62 cm
110 lbs. 50 kg
825 lbs. 374 kg

Mooring cleat
Maintenance-free
“oil impregnated”
bronze bushings
with rubber seals

Aluminum tiller
steering system

Light colored
decks are cooler
to sit on

Three-position
cranks for easy
one-, two- or
three-person
operation

• S uper tough
paddle wheel
• Sealant tape
between deck
and hull
• Closed

cell
polystyrene foam
flotation

Rugged
UV‑stabilized
Fortiflex®
High Density
Polyethylene
deck and hull

Protective
vinyl rubrail

Also Features:

Comfortably seats three
in front and two in back
Light colored
decks are cooler
to sit on

High back
supports

Built-in
cooler or
storage
area

Built-in
motor mount

Recessed drink
holders

Also Features:
• S uper tough
paddle wheel
• Sealant tape
between deck
and hull
• Closed cell
polystyrene
foam flotation

Length
Width
Height
Weight
Capacity

Specifications
86”
218 cm
62”
157 cm
23”
58 cm
100 lbs. 45 kg
600 lbs. 272 kg

Protective
vinyl rubrail
Mooring cleat
Maintenance-free “oil
impregnated” bronze
bushings with rubber
seals

Three-position cranks
for easy one-, two- or
three-person operation

 Rugged UV‑stabilized
Fortiflex® High Density
Polyethylene deck
and hull
Aluminum tiller
steering system

Water Wheeler 5 Features
Comfortably seats
three in front and
two in back

Built-in
cooler or
storage
area

High back
supports

Water Wheeler ASL Features

Self-draining bench
seat to help keep
seating area dry
Internal steering linkage
system which eliminates
damage from obstructions
Recessed
drink holders

Length
Width
Height
Weight
Capacity

Specifications
94”
239 cm
65”
165 cm
27”
69 cm
130 lbs. 59 kg
825 lbs. 374 kg

Also Features:
• S uper tough
paddle wheel
• Sealant tape
between deck
and hull
• Closed

cell
polystyrene foam
flotation

Includes canopy
Light colored
decks are cooler
to sit on
Protective
vinyl rubrail

Three-position
cranks for easy
one-, two- or
three-person
operation

Maintenance-free
“oil impregnated”
bronze bushings
with rubber seals

Rugged
UV‑stabilized
Fortiflex®
High Density
Polyethylene
deck and hull

Adjustable seats so
people of all heights
can pedal easily
Built-in
cooler or
storage
area

Seating for
three adults
and two kids
Drink holders

Also Features:
• S uper tough
paddle wheel
• Sealant tape
between deck
and hull
• Closed cell
polystyrene
foam flotation

Length
Width
Height
Weight
Capacity

Specifications
94”
239 cm
65”
165 cm
24”
61 cm
110 lbs. 50 kg
800 lbs. 363 kg

Internal steering
linkage system which
eliminates damage
from obstructions

Self-draining bench
seat to help keep
seating area dry
Bronze crank
bushings for
longer life

Pedal positions for
1, 2 or 3 people

#12255 Black

#12327 Black
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(halves)
#22303
#0184 Black
#22302

with 3 Pedals

#5693
BlackBlue
#12121-P
#12120-P
Teal Steel
#5694
Stainless

#4497

#12119
#12118 Black
#12117
#12124 Stainless Steel
#12122
#12123

#12731 Black

#12728-K
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MUSKEGON, MI 49444
Phone: 231.733.2725
Email: klsales@klindustries.com
Website: www.sundolphin.com
Rev.2
Rev.3 3/11
8/13

WARRANTY
Please call us at 231-733-2725 if you have questions or a problem with your boat. Do not return the boat to the
retailer.
KL Industries, Inc. warrants to the original owner of any KL Industries boat. Any part of the boat that is defective
in material or workmanship will be repaired, without charge, at the purchasers’ local dealer or at KL Industries.
For personal use, this warranty shall apply for a period of five years on the deck and hull and two years on parts
from the date of retail sale. Any warranties from suppliers of component parts supersede KL Industries’ warranty.
This warranty covers use under normal conditions and does not cover damage caused by accidents, alteration, or
misuse.
Freight to and from a local dealer or manufacturing plant is at the owners’ expense.
Warranty is not valid unless registration form is returned within 30 days of retail purchase.

Register online at: www.sundolphin.com
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